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REPORT OF THE SESSION
Final

Introduction

The Fourteenth Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (1G14) of the Malé
Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air Pollution and its Likely
Transboundary Effects for South Asia (Malé Declaration) was held in Bangkok,
Thailand on 25 November 2015.

Representatives of the eight participating counties, namely: Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Iran, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka participated in the Session.
Experts from the following organizations: Asian Institute of Technology, South
Asia Cooperative Environment Programme (SACEP), Stockholm Environment
Institute (SEI), United Nations Environment Program, Regional Office for Asia
and the Pacific (UNEP ROAP) , and the Secretariat, the Regional Resource Centre
for Asia and the Pacific (RRCAP) also attended the Session. The list of
participants is attached as Annex .

Opening of the Session

The Session was opened by the Secretariat. Mr. Osamu Mizuno, Director,
RRC.AP delivered the Opening Remarks. He highlighted the current problems on
air pollution regionally and globally and pointed out that improvement in air
quality need to be considered as part of a larger sustainable development context.
He mentioned that the Malé Declaration will play great roles on the international
calling to combat air pollution, as set forth at the decisions of the United Nations
Environment Assembly (UNEA) Resolution which was adopted in June 2014 for
protecting air quality and the newly adopted global United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (UN SDGS) in September 2015.

Mr. Kaveh Zahedi, Regional Director and Representative, United Nations
Environment Programme, Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (UNEP ROAP)
gave the Welcome Remarks. He stressed that the biggest agenda, currently is the
SDGs where the 3 goals pertain to air pollution. He pointed out that targets at
SDGs have been set up in terms of eliminating health impacts of air pollution by
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2030, reduce the adverse per capita environmental impact of cities, and access to
affordable, reliable and modern energy services.

Dr. Muhammad Khurshid, Director General, South Asia Co-operative
Environment Programme (SACEP) made the remarks. He stressed that controlling
air pollution could be of considerable benefit to South Asian economies,
environment and population. By controlling emissions, damage could be reduced
and major societal benefits will accrue for individual countries, the region at large
and beyond.

Introduction of the Regional Facilitator

Mr. Jatinder Singh Kamyotra, Director, Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB),
Ministry of the Environment, Forest and Climate Change, India was introduced as
the newly appointed Regional Facilitator of Malé Declaration. He gave the
Introduction to the Meeting. He requested the Session for a one-minute prayer and
silence for the soul of Mr. Raghunathan Rajamani, the former Regional Facilitator
Malé Declaration who passed away in this year.

Review on the progress of implementation of the Malé Declaration at the
national level (Agenda Item 1)

Each country made a presentation on the progress of implementation of the Malé
Declaration (15 minutes per country) at the national level. The presentation
included: 1) updates on country activities regarding Malé Declaration; 2)
identification of gaps in meeting the targets and possible solutions to overcome the
constraints; 3) updates on the country specific information (e.g. list of experts, list
of institutions working in the area, environmental concerns and success stories);
and, 4) the financial contribution updates in the participating countries.

The following points summarized the presentations:

Bangladesh

9.

Mr. Farid Ahmed, Deputy Director, Department of Environment, Bangladesh
reported that the country has benefitted from the health and crop impact studies
and awareness-raising activities implemented under the Malé Declaration. People
have now become more aware on the impact of air pollution to human health.
They are continuously doing the monitoring activities, but faced some challenges
on maintenance and calibration of equipment, replacement and procurement of
materials, and analysis of data due to lack of funds. They have identified further
studies on health and crop impacts and development of more awareness raising
materials as priority activities once funding is available.



Malé Declaration/IG 14/6
Page 3

Bhutan

10.

Mr. Tenzin Khorlo, Chief Environment Officer, National Environment
Commission Secretariat, Bhutan reported that they are continuously monitoring
PMyo and initiating an upgrade towards automatic online monitoring system. He
also briefed about the country’s Air Action Plan highlighting the inclusion of PM
25 In the monitoring system, increasing the number of monitoring stations and
improvement of vehicular emission system, as among the priority areas. He
suggested that improved networking and information sharing among member
countries are key factors for the sustainability of Malé Declaration.

India

11.

Iran

12.

Dr. Sanjeev Agrawal, Scientist ‘D’, Central Pollution Control Board, India
reported that the they have been actively implementing Malé Declaration
activities, including monitoring, impact studies on health, crop, corrosion &
ecosystems, emissions inventory, among others. They had identified inadequate
monitoring network and infrastructure as among the gaps and suggested for an
expansion of monitoring in smaller cities. They also recommended the
development of appropriate softwares for data management and reporting, capacity
building, and strengthening of the network. As the Regional Centre for Wet and
Dry Deposition Monitoring, CPCB in India is keen to provide capacity building,
demonstration and training to other member countries, if requested.

Mr. Masood Zandi, Deputy of Air Pollution Office, Department of Environment,
Iran reported that eight megacities in Iran have faced tremendous air pollution
problems, the major source being the transport sector. He highlighted the eleven
goals of Iran’s Clean Air Action plan to reduce air pollution which include phasing
out of old vehicles and standardization of new vehicles, improving fuel quality,
promoting public transportation, among other priorities. Under Malé Declaration,
he reported that the main activity is emission inventory.

Maldives

13.

Mr. Ahmed Murthaza, Director General, Waste Management and Pollution
Control, Ministry of Environment and Energy, Maldives reported that monitoring
stations of Malé Declaration have been decommissioned due to machine defects
but a new government-supported project to establish new monitoring stations with
fully automated monitoring systems is underway. He also informed about the
ongoing process of formulating the national policy on pollution in Maldives. They
had identified capacity-building and proper budget allocation as crucial to an
efficient and continuous implementation of air quality monitoring and other Malé
Declaration activities.
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Nepal

14.

Mr. Shankar Prasad Paudel, Senior Divisional Chemist (Under-Secretary),
Department of Environment, Nepal, reported that six monitoring stations in the
capital have not been operational although government tried to re-establish some
of them. He informed of the recent emission inventory which showed that
transport sector has been the largest contributor of the emission loads. He also
highlighted that the plan for Nepal’s Air Pollution Monitoring Network has been
initiated suggesting the establishment of 56 new and upgraded air quality
monitoring systems. With the increasing challenge on vehicle emissions, measures
to regulate and control vehicular emissions by improving fuel quality, and on-road
monitoring of vehicle mass emission needs to be in place.

Pakistan

15.

Mr. Zia Ul Islam, Director, Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency,
Government of Pakistan conveyed that the implementation of Malé Declaration
activities in Pakistan had been hampered due to lack of capacity, unavailability of
funds and some institutional issues. Malé Declaration monitoring stations have not
been functional. They recommended that capacity building and improvement of
the monitoring systems are priority areas for ensuring continuity of air quality
monitoring.

Sri Lanka

16.

17.

Mr. H.L. Kamal Priyantha, Assistant Director, Air Resource Management and
Monitoring Unit, Central Environmental Authority, Sri Lanka reported that they
are continuously conducting the ambient air quality monitoring activities in Sri
Lanka but the wet deposition monitoring has been temporarily suspended due to
instrument failure. He mentioned the difficulty in continuously implementing
monitoring and other Malé Declaration activities due to financial constraints. He
also informed that air quality network involving all stakeholders in Sri Lanka has
now been established and good emission control programs being set up with full
support from the government.

Consideration on the implementation of Malé Declaration at the regional
level, including financial status and updates (Agenda Item 2)

Ms. Adelaida B. Roman, Senior Programme Specialist, RRCAP, Malé Declaration
Secretariat presented the “Report on the Progress of Malé Declaration after the
Thirteenth  Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG13) (Malé
Declaration/IG14/2/1)” and the “Updates on Status of Financial Contribution to
the Malé Declaration (Draft) (Malé Declaration/IG14/2/2)”. The Session
discussed, reviewed and provided guidance on the activities of the Malé
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Declaration, including strengthening the financial contribution for continuous
operation of the network.

Major discussions during the Session included:

Air pollution is a global issue and Malé Declaration is the only initiative and
network in South Asia tackling transboundary air pollution, therefore, the
network needs to continue its future development and the way forward.

It was suggested that Secretariat shall find a way of getting more financial
support and work with the UN agencies.

The Secretariat explained, with appreciation that four countries, namely:
Bangladesh, India, Maldives and Pakistan have made contributions to Male
Declaration and the total contributions have been increasing over the years.
However, it was stressed that still the total financial contribution received was
well below the level of the committed amount and it did limit the possible
activities of the network.

Other countries which had not yet done so were encouraged to make the
financial contributions.

It was also highlighted that for the proper function of the regional monitoring
under the Malé Declaration, it is essential that each country should fulfil their
own responsibility to finance and manage their own monitoring systems in
addition to the contributions to the Malé Declaration, as decided by the 1G13.

The Session acknowledged the Progress Report and the Updates on Status of
Financial Contribution to the Malé Declaration, Malé Declaration/IG14/2/1 and
Malé Declaration/IG14/2/2, respectively.

Consideration on strengthening the framework on air pollution reduction in
South Asia (Agenda Item 3)

The Secretariat presented the Terms of Reference (TOR) of Expert Group on
Strengthening the Framework of the Male’ Declaration (Draft). The Session was

invited to review and adopt the TOR.

Major discussions on this topic included:

It was commented that timeframe for emission standards setting and activities is
too short for such a tough job.
It was requested for a week to internally deliberate and give feedback.
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It was suggested to let the expert group prioritize the activities. TOR can be
revised according to the requirements.

Standards are important and countries shall not only rely to World Health
Organization (WHO) standards. For countries, it is good to have air quality
standards, though challenging to set up.

It was stressed that harmonization of emission standards could be done in the
future.

The Secretariat shall compile all member countries air quality emission standards,
consolidate and circulate to member countries and let countries decide on the
priorities.

The TOR was endorsed, in principle with the suggestion that it will be circulated
to the participants for further comments, in a one week period, if any.

Consideration on the Work Programme and Budget of Malé Declaration in
2016 and the Future Development (Agenda Item 4)

The Secretariat made a presentation on the draft Work Programme and Budget in
2016 of Malé Declaration. The emphasis covered the needs and areas relevant for
the member countries utilizing the resources, for future development. The Session
was requested to discussed, reviewed and approved the Work Programme and
Budget in 2016.

Major recommendations on the agenda items included:

Strengthen networking and information sharing among member countries;
Improve emission inventory;

Replicate success stories in the region;

Monitoring facilities should be upgraded;

Capacity building on air quality management;

Financial constraint is a concern, need for innovative financial solutions; and
Necessity for developing emission standards.

Participants noted the explanations of the Secretariat that there is no ambiguity of
the current institutional arrangement of the Malé Declaration such that the
RRC.AP, which is an independent entity of UNEP, is the Secretariat of the Malé
Declaration as it was so decided at 1G13. At the same time, participants stressed
the importance of partnership with UNEP ROAP and SACEP for the future of
Malé Declaration and requested the Secretariat to have close communication with
them to find a way of further cooperation.

SACEP confirmed that it will keep providing support, as appropriate, to the
implementation of Malé Declaration under the close collaboration with the
Secretariat.
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The operation of the established Regional Technical Centers shall be pursued, and
consider mobilizing and generating resources. It was suggested to generate funds
locally and making use of local resources and experts.

Good project proposals will be developed depending on the request of the
countries.

It was urged that regular updates on the status of monitoring shall be done not only
during meetings.

The Session approved the Work Programme and Budget in 2016.

Other Issues (Agenda Item 5)

The SEI representative highlighted that the Short-Lived Climate Pollutant (SLCP)
is presently a global concern and he advised to look at good practices and
opportunities on SLCPs since the funding schemes are available. Furthermore, he
pointed out that the Malé Declaration shall look for opportunities and chances to
link to new funding regarding air pollution and SLCPs.

Closing of the Session

Mr. J. S. Kamyotra, Regional Facilitator, summed up the session. He expressed his
appreciation to the 1G14 and emphasized that the Malé Declaration shall go
forward. He expressed his appreciation to the member countries for taking steps
to make financial contributions to the network. Finally, he thanked all the
participants, Secretariat, and experts for the active participation and contribution
during the Session.

The Regional Facilitator closed the Session.
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Annex 1

List of Participants

Bangladesh

Mr. Farid Ahmed

Deputy Director

Department of Environment
Paribesh Bhaban

Room No. 101, E-16, Agargaon,
Sher-E-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207
Bangladesh

Tel: +880-2-8181775; +880 1552340673
Fax: +880-2-8181772

Email: fariddoe@yahoo.co.in
farid@doe.gov.bd

Bhutan

Mr. Tenzin Khorlo

Chief Environment Officer
Environment Services Division
National Environment Commission
Royal Government of Bhutan
Email: tkhorlo@nec.gov.bt

Bhutan

Mr. Tshering Peljor

Chief Environment Officer
Environment Development Division
Thimpu Thromde

Royal Government of Bhutan
Email: hapenjor@gmail.com

India

Mr. Jatinder Singh Kamyotra
Director

Central Pollution Control Board
Parivesh Bhavan, East Arjun Nagar,
Delhi 110 032

India

Tel: +91-11-2230365

Fax: +91-11-22307078

Email: jskamyotra.cpcb@nic.in

India

Dr. Sanjeev Agrawal

Scientist ‘D’

Central Pollution Control Board

Parivesh Bhavan, East Arjun Nagar,
Delhi 110 032

India

Tel: +91-11-22302188; +91 9891903524
Fax: +91-11-22307078

Email: sanjeevagrawal.cpcbh@gmail.com

lran

Mr. Masood Zandi

Deputy of Air Pollution Office

Human Environment Center of Air pollution
and Climate Change
Department of Environment
Ministry of  Commerce,
Environment

Pardisan Park Hakim Highway
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran
Tel: +9888233094

Fax: +9888233110

Email: mzandi.doe@gmail.com

Industry  and

Maldives

Mr. Ali Amir

Deputy Minister

Ministry of Environment and Energy
Maldives

Email: ali.amir@environment.gov.mv

Maldives

Mr. Ahmed Muruthaza

Director General

Waste Management and Pollution Control
Ministry of Environment and Energy

Email: ahmed.murthaza@environment.gov.mv
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Maldives

Ms. Mariyam Rifga

Assistant Director

Waste and Resource Management, Pollution
Prevention and Water & Sanitation Division
Environmental Protection Agency
3 Floor, Green Building,
Hingun, Malé, Maldives

Tel: +960 3335949

Fax: +9603335953

Email: secretariat@epa.gov.mv

Handhivaree

Nepal

Mr. Shankar Prasad Paudel

Under Secretary

Department of Environment, Lalitpur

Nepal

Tel: +977-98415837 43

email : shankar_prasad paudel@yahoo.com

Pakistan

Mr. Zia Ul Islam

Director (EIA/Mont)

Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency
Ministry of Climate Change

Government of Pakistan

Plot # 42, Street 6, Sector H-8/2, Islamabad-
44000

Pakistan

Tel: +92-51-9250732 ; +92-333-5107422
Fax: +92-51-9250715

Email: rmamazia@hotmail.com

Pakistan

Mr. Ali Bakhsh Bezenjo

Director (Technical/Legal),
Environment Protection Agency
Gouvt. of Balochistan, Quetta
Pakistan

Tel: +92-81-9202430

Email: alibezenjo2009@gmail.com

Sri Lanka

Mr. H.L. Kamal Priyantha

Assistant Director

Air Resource Management and Monitoring
Unit

Central Environmental Authority

104, Parisara Piyasa, Battaramulla

Sri Lanka

Tel: +94112872278 / 94112888999

Email: kamal@cea.lk , kamalphl@yahoo.com
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International organizations

AIT

Dr. Nguyen Thi Kim Oanh

Professor

Environmental Engineering and Management
School of Environment, Resources and
Development

Asian Institute of Technology

Klongluang, Pathumthani 12120, Thailand
Tel: +66 2 524 5641

Fax: + 66 2 524 5625

Email: kimoanh@ait.ac.th

SACEP

Dr. Muhammad Khurshid

Director General

Head of the Mission

South Asia Co-operative Environment
Programme (SACEP)

# 69/4, Maya Avenue, Colombo 06, Sri Lanka
Tel:+94 11 258 9376 / 259 6442

Fax: +94 11 258 9369

Email: khurshid@sacep.org;
secretary@sacep.org

SEI

Dr. Kevin Hicks

Deputy Director

Stockholm Environment Institute at York
Grimston House (2nd floor)

Environment Department

University of York, Heslington,

United Kingdom

Tel +44 (0) 1904 432896

Fax +44 (0) 1904 432898

Email: kevin.hicks@york.ac.uk

UNEP

Mr. Kaveh Zahedi

Regional Director and Representative

UNEP Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
(UNEP/ROAP)

2nd Floor, Block A, UN Building

Rajdamnern Avenue, Bangkok 10200

Thailand

Tel:+ +662 288 1870

Fax: +662 288 1029

Email: kaveh.zahedi@unep.org

UNEP

Dr. Subrata Sinha

Environmental Affairs Officer (SA)

UNEP Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
(UNEP/ROAP)

2nd Floor, Block A, UN Building

Rajdamnern Avenue, Bangkok 10200

Thailand

Tel:+ 662 288 2259

Fax: +662 288 1029

Email: subrata.sinha@unep.org

UNEP

Mr. Mylvakanam lyngararasan

Programme Officer (Waste and Chemicals)
UNEP Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
(UNEP/ROAP)

2nd Floor, Block A, UN Building

Rajdamnern Avenue, Bangkok 10200

Thailand

Tel:+ 662 288 2605

Fax: +662 288 1029

Email: lyngararasan.Mylvakanam@unep.org
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Observer

Dr. Asami Miyazaki

Lecturer

Faculty of Economics

Kumamoto Gakuen University
Japan

Email: a-miyazaki@kumagaku.ac.jp

RRC.AP, Secretariat

Mr. Osamu Mizuno

Director

Regional Resource Centre for Asia and the
Pacific (RRC.AP)

3rd Floor Outreach Building

Asian Institute of Technology

P.O. Box 4, Klong Luang,
Pathumthani 12120, Thailand

Tel. no. +662 524 5384

Fax no. +662 516 2125

Email: Osamu.Mizuno@rrcap.ait.asia

Ms. Adelaida B. Roman

Senior Programme Specialist

Regional Resource Center for Asia and the
Pacific (RRC.AP)

3rd Floor Outreach Building

Asian Institute of Technology

P.O. Box 4, Klong Luang,
Pathumthani 12120, Thailand

Tel. no. +662 524 5366

Fax no. +662 516 2125

Email: Adelaida.Roman@rrcap.ait.asia

Ms. Charina May Lepiten
Programme Specialist

Regional Resource Centre for Asia and the
Pacific (RRC.AP)

3rd Floor Outreach Building

Asian Institute of Technology

P.O. Box 4, Klong Luang,
Pathumthani 12120, Thailand

Tel:  +66 2 524 5365

Fax: +66 2516 2125

Email: Charina.Lepiten@rrcap.ait.asia

Dr. Ram Lal Verma

Programme Specialist

Regional Resource Centre for Asia and the
Pacific (RRC.AP)

3rd Floor Outreach Building

Asian Institute of Technology

P.O. Box 4, Klong Luang,
Pathumthani 12120, Thailand

Tel:  +66 2524 6163

Fax: +66 2516 2125

Email: Ramlal.Verma@rrcap.ait.asia

Ms. Warawan Chalermot

Regional Resource Centre for Asia and the
Pacific (RRC.AP)

3rd Floor Outreach Building

Asian Institute of Technology

P.O. Box 4, Klong Luang,

Pathumthani 12120, Thailand

Tel:  +66 2 524 5365

Fax: +66 25162125

Email: warawan@rrcap.ait.asia

Ms. Nawaphorn Supakarn

Programme Specialist

Regional Resource Centre for Asia and the
Pacific (RRC.AP)

3rd Floor Outreach Building

Asian Institute of Technology

P.O. Box 4, Klong Luang,

Pathumthani 12120, Thailand

Tel:  +66 2 524 5365

Fax: +66 25162125

Email: Nawaphorn.Supakarn@rrcap.ait.asia
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Ms. Vaidehi Deosthali

Research Associate

Regional Resource Centre for Asia and the
Pacific (RRC.AP)

3rd Floor Outreach Building

Asian Institute of Technology

P.O. Box 4, Klong Luang,

Pathumthani 12120, Thailand

Tel:  +66 2 524 6238

Fax: +66 2516 2125

Email: Vaidehi.Deosthali@rrcap.ait.asia
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